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Hebrews 2:3 3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 

be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

 

15 Key Vocabulary words of Salvation: 

1. Conversion 

 a. Repentance 

 b. Faith 

2. Substitution 

 a. Temporary Substitution 

 b. Permanent substitution 

3. Reconciliation 

 a. The meaning of reconciliation 

 b. The impact of reconciliation 

 c. The two phases of reconciliation 

 d. The chronology of reconciliation 

4. Propitiation 

 a. The meaning of propitiation 

 b. The method of propitiation 

 c. The necessity for propitiation 

 d. The place of propitiation 

 e. The results of propitiation 

5. Remission 

 a. The meaning of remission 

 b. The Old Testament example of remission 

 c. The problem of remission 

 d. The uniqueness of remission 

6. Redemption 

 a. The threefold meaning of redemption 

 b. The Old Testament example of redemption 

 c. The costliness of redemption 

7. Regeneration 

 a. The definition of regeneration 

 b. The necessity of regeneration 

 c. The extent of regeneration 

 d. The means of regeneration 

 e. The biblical illustrations of regeneration 

 f. The fruits of regeneration 



8. Imputation 

 a. Definition of imputation 

 b. Kinds of imputation 

 c. Biblical examples of imputation 

9. Adoption 

 a. The theology of adoption 

 b. The Trinity in adoption 

10. Supplication (prayer) 

 a. Definition of prayer 

 b. Elements in prayer 

 c. Reasons for prayer 

 d. Direction of prayer 

 e. Objects of prayer 

 f. Positions for prayer 

 g. Time of prayer 

 h. Hindrances to prayer 

 i. Qualifications of prayer 

11. Justification 

 a. The need for justification 

 b. The definition of justification 

 c. The method of justification 

 d. The two great examples of justification 

 e. The results of justification 

 f. Conclusion 

  



11. Justification. 

 

Bildad the Shuhite - How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is 

born of a woman?" (Job 25:4). 

 

Psalm 51:1-10 1  Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto 

the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 2  Wash me throughly from 

mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my 

sin is ever before me. 4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 

that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 5 

 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6  Behold, thou 

desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 
7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 

 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 9  Hide 

thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 10  Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

and renew a right spirit within me.  

 

1. The need for justification. 
 

In his epistle to the Romans, the Apostle Paul presents sinful man in a courtroom on trial for his very 

life. The charge is high treason against the King of the universe (Rom. 3:23). The presiding Judge is 

the Lord Jesus Christ himself (Jn. 5:22; Acts 17:13). The jury is made up of the Law of God and the 

deeds of man (Rom. 2:6, 12). After proper deliberation a just and fair verdict of "guilty" is returned 

(Rom. 3:9-20). A terrifying sentence is then imposed—spiritual death, meaning to be forever 

separated from God to suffer throughout all eternity in the lake of fire (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:11-15).  

 

Romans 2:1-12 1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein 

thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 2  But we 

are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 3 

 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou 

shalt escape the judgment of God? 4  Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 

longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5  But after thy 

hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and 

revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6  Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
7  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, 

eternal life: 8  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

indignation and wrath, 9  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew 

first, and also of the Gentile; 10  But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 

first, and also to the Gentile: 11  For there is no respect of persons with God. 12  For as many as have 

sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 

judged by the law;  

 
Romans 3:23 23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 

John 5:22 22  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

 

Romans 6:23 23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
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Revelation 20:11-15 11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth 

and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12  And I saw the dead, small and great, 

stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: 

and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 
13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 

them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14  And death and hell were cast into 

the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life 

was cast into the lake of fire. 

 

In light of all this it can be readily seen that a desperate need for justification existed. 

 

 

2. The definition of justification.  

 

• Negative considerations (what it is not): 

• It does not mean to be acquitted, that is, to successfully defend oneself against 

all charges (Rom. 3:19).   Romans 3:19 19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 

it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 

become guilty before God. 

• It does not mean to be pardoned, that is, to be found guilty, but given a second 

chance.  

• It does not mean to be paroled, that is, to be guilty and set free with certain 

restrictions.  

 

b. Positive considerations (what it is): 

 

The great theologian, Augustus Strong, has defined justification in the following way:  

 

"By justification we mean that judicial act of God which, on account of Christ, to whom the 

sinner is united by faith, He declares that sinner to be no longer exposed to the penalty of 

the law, but restored to His favor." (Systematic Theology, p. 849) 

 

Justification is thus that legal act whereby man’s status before God is changed for the good. 

 

To count someone righteous. It means to reckon, to credit, to account, to judge, to treat, to 

look upon as righteous. It does not mean to make a man righteous. All Greek verbs which 

end in "oun" mean not to make someone something, but merely to count, to judge, to treat 

someone as something. 
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3. The method of justification.  

 

Romans 4:16 16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might 

be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of 

Abraham; who is the father of us all,  

 

• It is of faith (Rom. 5:1), as this is the best way for the sinner to be saved (Num. 21:5-9; 

cf. Jn. 3:14-16). One of the great Old Testament examples of salvation can be found in Numbers 

21 (and referred to in Jn. 3). At that time many sinning Israelites had suffered fatal wounds by 

poisonous snakes. But God offered a cure, requiring only that, by faith, the stricken victim 

gaze upon a brass serpent atop a pole.  

 

Romans 5:1 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ:  

 

Romans 3:28 28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 

law. 

 

• It is of grace (Rom. 3:24; Titus 3:7), as this is the best way for God to be glorified 

(Eph. 2:1-10).  

 

Romans 3:23-24 23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24  Being justified 

freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

 

Titus 3:5-7 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 

saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on 

us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, we should 

be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

Ephesians 2:1-9 1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 

 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3  Among whom 

also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 

flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4  But God, who 

is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, 

hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6  And hath raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7  That in the ages to come 

he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ 

Jesus. 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

 

Romans 5:18 18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 

condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 

justification of life. 
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4. The two great examples of justification.  

 

a. Abraham.  

 

He was justified apart from circumcision (Gen. 15:6). In Genesis 16:16 we are informed that 

he was eighty-six at the time of his conversion. In 17:24 we are told he was ninety-nine when 

circumcision took place (see especially Rom. 4:1-5, 9-25).  

 

Genesis 15:6 6  And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

 

Note: Some have imagined a contradiction between Paul (Rom. 4:4, 5) and James (Jas. 2:24) 

concerning the justification of Abraham. There exists no such contradiction. Let us note what 

these two men say about justification. Paul says that through faith a man is justified before 

God. James says that through works a man is justified before men. Paul says faith is the root 

of justification. James says works is the fruit of justification. 

 

The teaching of the Reformation was: "Good works make not a good man, but a good man doeth 

good works!" 

 

b. David. 

 

He was justified apart from the Levitical offerings (Ps. 32:1, 2; 51:16, 17; Rom. 4:6-8).  

 

Psalm 32:1-2 1  Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2  Blessed is 

the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.  

 

Psalm 51:16-17 16  For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in 

burnt offering. 17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O 

God, thou wilt not despise. 

 

 

But when a man sincerely trusts Christ, then God takes that man's faith and counts it as 

righteousness. By such God counts the man—judges him, treats him—as if he was innocent. 

The man is not made innocent; he is guilty. He knows it and God knows it, but God treats him 

as innocent. "God justifies the ungodly"—an incredible mercy, a wondrous grace. 
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5. The results of justification.  

 

a. The remission of sin’s penalty (Acts 13:38, 39; Rom. 4:7; 6:23; 8:1, 33, 34; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

Eph. 1:7; 4:32; Col. 2:13).  

 

Acts 13:38-39  38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 

preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39  And by him all that believe are justified from all 

things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 

you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21  For he hath made him to 

be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 

b. The restoration to divine favor (Rom. 5:1-11).  

 

Romans 5:1-11 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: 2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing 

that tribulation worketh patience; 4  And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5  And hope 

maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us. 6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 

would even dare to die. 8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through him. 10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11  And not only 

so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement.  

 

c. The imputation of Christ’s righteousness (Mt. 22:11; Lk. 15:22-24; Rom. 4:11; 1 Cor. 

1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21).  

 

Luke 15:22-24 22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on 

him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23  And bring hither the fatted calf, and 

kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 

and is found. And they began to be merry. 

 

Romans 4:11 11  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the 

faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, 

though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

 

In conclusion, man justifies only the innocent, but God only the guilty. Man justifies on the basis 

of self-merit, but God on the basis of the Savior’s merit. 
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11. Justification. 

 

Bildad the Shuhite - How then can man be _______________ with God? or how can he 

be clean that is born of a woman?" (Job 25:4). 

 

1. The need for justification. 

 

• In his epistle to the Romans, the Apostle Paul presents _____________ man in a 

courtroom on trial for his very life. The charge is high ____________ against the 

King of the universe (Rom. 3:23). 

 

Romans 3:23 23  For all have ___________, and come __________ of the glory of God; 

 

Romans 2:1-12 1  Therefore thou art _____________, O man, whosoever thou art that 

judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest 

doest the same things. 

 

2. The definition of justification.  

 

Negative considerations (what it is not): 

 

• It does not mean to be ______________, 

• It does not mean to be ______________,  

• It does not mean to be ______________,  

 

Positive considerations (what it is): 

 

The great theologian, Augustus Strong,: "By justification we mean that judicial act of 

God which, on _______________ of Christ, to whom the sinner is united by 

__________, He declares that sinner to be no longer ______________ to the penalty of 

the law, but _________________ to His favor." 

 

3. The method of justification.  

 

Romans 4:16 16  Therefore it is of ___________, that it might be by ___________; to the 

end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to 

that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,  

 

• It is of __________ is the best way for the sinner to be saved  

• It is of __________ is the best way for God to be glorified 
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4. The two great examples of justification.  

 

Abraham.  

 

• He was justified apart from _______________ (Gen. 15:6). 

 

Genesis 15:6 6  And he ____________ in the LORD; and he counted ____ to him for 

__________________. 

 

David. 

 

• He was justified apart from the ______________ offerings (Ps. 51:16, 17)  

 

Psalm 51:16-17 16  For thou desirest not ____________; else would I give it: thou 

delightest not in __________ offering. 17  The sacrifices of God are a broken _________: 

a broken and a contrite ____________, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

 

 

5. The results of justification.  

 

• The ________________ of sin’s penalty (Acts 13:38, 39)  

 

Acts 13:38-39  38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 

man is preached unto you the ______________ of sins: 39  And by him all that believe are 

____________ from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

 

• The restoration to divine _____________ (Rom. 5:1, 8-9).  

 

Romans 5:1, 8-9 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ: . . .8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 

we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

• The imputation of Christ’s ________________ (Lk. 15:22).  

 

Luke 15:22-24 22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the __________ robe, 

and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 

 

In conclusion, man justifies only the innocent, but God only the guilty. Man justifies on 

the basis of self-merit, but God on the basis of the Savior’s merit. 
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